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Contact Details 
  
Club office:  
 Telephone:  04-939-4167 
 Fax:  04-939-4168 
 Office open: 
  Mon & Fri 930am-6pm 
  Tue: sometimes 
   Weds & Thur 10am-2pm 
 Email address: 
   admin@ebymbc.org.nz  
 Web Page:    
  www.ebymbc.org.nz 
 
Postal address:  
  PO Box 14-496, 

   Kilbirnie,   
   Wellington 6241 
 

Physical address:  
   501 Evans Bay Parade,  

  Kilbirnie,  
  Wellington 6021 

 
Slip master / Bookings           

   04-939-4169 
 

Clubhouse (members) phone 
   04-939-4170 

 
Management committee contact 

details are on Page 11. 
 

The Spinnaker is produced 
quarterly, contributions (written 
and photographic) are welcome. 
 Editor:  Gavin Pascoe 
  027 309 8936 
  gavin.pascoe@gmail.com 

 
Black & White Advertising 
 Business card size $30 
 Quarter page $50 
 Half page $100 
 Full page $150 
Bulk orders placed in advance:  
 20% discount for 2 ads 
 25% discount for 3-5 ads 
 30% discount for annual 

contract. 
Colour printing is the same for 

business card or quarter 
page, but for anything larger 
is $220 for one issue or $800 
for a year. 

 
The Spinnaker is printed by 

AdPrint 
 60 Cambridge Terrace 
 04-384-2844 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Manager: 
 

Where on earth have the past 12 months gone? 
It feels like yesterday I was sitting here at the start of the 2018 
Barton Marine Winter Series marvelling at how successful the 
first day of racing was with 65 odd boats on the water. 
  
Now we are hear following the first weekend of the 2019 
Barton Marine Winter Series (thanks for supporting us again 
team!) and once again we have 60 boats that have sailed the 
first race day.  Unfortunately, due to the weather conditions 
we needed to hold a few of the newer sailors ashore, while 
some other more experienced sailors (Wakarere) simply 
decided it was too cold for their old bones.  So, I reckon we are 
actually on track to beat last year’s numbers once again! 
  
A huge thanks to David Nalder and his Sailing Academy team 
for introducing 26 new sailors to EBYMBC for this winter 
series, it is a magnificent achievement and bodes well for the 
future of this mighty Club. 
  
I’m lost for words trying to explain what we as a Club have 
achieved this year, so it’s probably easiest just to list the major 
events: 

• Centenary Display 
• Movie Night 
• Classics Race 
• Old Salts Day 
• Centenary Opening Day 
• Elliott 5.9 National Championships 
• P Class Tanner & Tauranga Cup events 
• Paper Tiger Nationals & International Selection Trials 
• InterClub Keelboat Series 
• Lower North Island Teams Racing Championships 
• Wellington O’pen Cup (BIC Regatta) 
• EBYMBC Centenary Regatta 
• Centenary Season Prizegiving 
• Centenary Dinner 
• Barton Marine Winter Series 

  
All the above events take a huge amount of time and effort 
from a huge number of people, thank you to every single one 
of you who have assisted to make our Centenary Season such a 
success. 
  
I’m off for a sleep now! 
  
Cheers 
Rowdy 
 

mailto:admin@ebymbc.org.nz
http://www.ebymbc.org.nz/
mailto:gavin.pascoe@gmail.com
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Communications Officer Report 
 
With most of the Club communications (Weekly emails, website and facebook page) ably 
managed by Ryan (Rowdy) Leatham our Club Manager, I had time to focus on being the link 
between Mancom and the Centenary Committee as we launched into celebrating our 100th 
Anniversary. 
 
The Centenary Committee was established several years ago by Mike Appleyard to plan how we 
would celebrate the occasion.  Other members of the Committee included Gary Wagstaff, Frances 
Velvin, Murray Thomas, Gavin Pascoe, Warren Rankin, Chris Hargreaves. 
 
The year kicked off over Labour weekend, historically the traditional opening time for the club, with 
a movies on Friday night, a classic boat race on Saturday (all boats whose design was over 50 
years were eligible to enter), Old Salts day on Sunday and Opening Day on Labour Monday.  The 
guest book for the weekend records that we had over 100 people attend each day, with over 200 
on the Monday!  The only slight blip in the weekend was the weather on Saturday (couldn’t really 
celebrate without some true Wellington wind) which meant the Classic Race was deferred to the 
Sunday.  This was well worth waiting for as the Classic Race was followed by an even more 
classic kangaroo court run by no other than Richard ‘Spaggs’ Watson.  He had lost none of his wit, 
‘charm’ and memory for all those things that happened years ago that one cared to forget. Gold 
coin donations abounded. Sadly this was the last time many of us saw Spaggs, RIP mate, you will 
be sorely missed. 
 
The next formal celebration was the Club’s centenary regatta run by the Sailing and House 
Committees, so the credit is all theirs.  The bay was filled with over 140 boats entered on the start 
line including sailors young and old.  A truly fantastic sight. 
 
The last formal event run by the Centenary Committee was the Centenary dinner scheduled on the 
closest Saturday (8 June) to our official 100th birthday.  This was another great occasion with 
nearly 100 people attending a formal 2 course dinner.  David Bale, a former Commodore, ably 
MC’d the evening and we were entertained by our guest speaker, Martin Tasker.  The Committee 
would like to thank David Nalder and Moore Wilson for helping to make the evening.  It was 
enjoyed by all. 
 
At the time of writing, there are two things remaining to wrap up the centennial year, being the 
100th AGM, and the publication of a book on the Club’s first 100 years of history.  The book is 
being pulled together by Gavin Pascoe and will be available later this year and should be a 
fascinating read if the displays that he and Juliet Cooke presented at Labour Weekend are 
anything to go by.  My thanks also go to Gavin for the Spinnaker editions that have been published 
during the year.  Gavin is always looking for stories, so do let him know if you have any you wish to 
share. 
 
To mark the year, we have also arranged a range of clothing and centenary tankards.  These are 
still available for a short while.  My thanks to Jennifer Loader for designing the logo, Mike 
Appleyard for sourcing the clothes and Tim Hawley for providing the tankards. 
My final thanks go to Rowdy who, on top of the big issues of the day, continually thinks of and 
organises all the little things that count and have made each event, the special occasion they have 
all been. 
Here’s to the next 100 years! 
 
Jane Thomassen 
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Centenary Dinner 
 
This was the last of the celebration events for the Club’s centenary year, and what a fitting way to 
end.  The two-course sit down meal was magnificently cooked and presented by Sarah Halewood 
and ably served by members of the Wellington Kayak and Knee Boarding Club. 
 
Martin Tasker entertained us with back stories from several of his TVNZ commentating highlights, 
while David Bale (a former Commodore) kept the evening flowing as MC. 
 
While I was thanked on the night, there are plenty of others, without whose help the evening would 
not have happened. Firstly, thanks to Mike Appleyard for setting up the centenary committee 
several years ago and putting a dinner on the calendar.  Also to David Nalder for finding Sarah and 
using his contacts through Moore Wilson to provision the table decorations and wine; to Frances 
Velvin and Murray Thomas, other members of the centenary committee, for respectively the flower 
decorating; and finding the musicians who played during the welcome; to Rory, Rob, Pugwash, 
Mike, Murray and others who helped with decorating the hall and the setting the tables, and to 
Rowdy, whose attention to detail (seating plans, name tags with food orders, wine lists, audio set 
up etc) enabled the smooth running of the evening.  Finally, of course, thank you to everyone who 
came along and made the evening what it was – enjoyable for all. 
Feedback from the evening has been so positive that we are considering making a club dinner an 
annual event, so for those of you who missed out, there could well be another chance to enjoy 
great food with your mates at the Club. 
 
Jane Thomassen 
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Life on the Road as a Have a Go Instructor. 
By Steve Holt 
 
 
How did it all start?  While helping out with an adult learn-to-sail class at Evans Bay in 2011, I 
spotted a rather large blue trailer parked next to the start shed. After making some enquiries I 
discovered it was part of a youth ”Have a Go“ programme that travelled throughout NZ. 
 
Jennifer the club manager at the time said they were always after helpers. As I had a bit of free 
time I contacted Stu at Yachting NZ (YNZ) and I started the very next day, helping out with a class 
at Evans Bay. Soon I was helping with classes at Seaview and Parameta too. This carried on until 
the summer of 2018, when the  YNZ Instructors position was suddenly advertised for the 2018-19 
year. I wished I could apply for the role but being a musician in a local band took priority over the 
busy xmas party period. 
 
Soon after the job was advertised, I learned that work for the band was drying up.  So I called 
Danika the Programmes Coordinator at YNZ Auckland to see if the job was still available. To my 
amazement the job had not been filled! I travelled to YNZ on the Friday to have an interview and 
was offered the role starting on Monday. I picked up my sponsored car,  a Volvo XC90 and the big 
blue Central Region Trailer and proceeded to the Glendowie Yacht club. There I nervously 
instructed my first “Have a Go” class, a group of 12 girls from the local Glendowie school, with 
Danika assessing my ability to perform the role. 
 
What a day! Everything went like clockwork. We were greeted with a moderate breeze in the tidal 
estuary. The girls from the Glendowie school enjoyed the day with lots of sailing in the morning 
followed by a fun afternoon playing water games and capsizing. I must have done alright, as 
Danika let me loose reversing the big blue trailer 600 meters down a very narrow street, then back 
onto the main road in time to go back to my brother’s house just up the road. The next day I 
travelled to Wellington where I was based for the duration of my 7 month contract. 
 
The  job involved instructing new students a basic learn-to-sail programme. Watching them go 
from being unsure & nervous onto them experiencing about how water, boats and sailing could 
combine to be such awesome fun. Most days started by putting the students in pairs and teaching 
them the main parts of the boats, where to sit,  how to steer & introducing the mainsheet. This was 
done on shore. 
 
Then, the rigged boats were launched and the students followed the instructors in the RIBs who 
provided tips on how to refine their sailing.  In the afternoon we had lots of water games which 
showed off their sailing skills. The final task was capsizing the boats. Always lots of laughter 
,smiles, diving off, and swimming between boats.  Then, the students sailed back to shore, 
unrigged the boats and then got changed ready for the debrief. Finally the students are presented 
with a certificate showing that they had participated in the Have A Go Sailing programme.  
 
One of the most interesting/isolated places I visited was the Te Waitere Boating Clubs situated in 
the southern shores of the Kawhia Harbour. I drove from Te Awamutu for almost 2 hours along 
narrow country roads with no mobile coverage. I arrived in one piece, detached the trailer and 
drove up an unsealed road to my accommodation. It was an old cottage.  I opened the cottages 
front door, inside was a sheep and a couple of lambs. After they were shown the back door, I 
spent a while cleaning up the sheep droppings. That night I heard small birds feeding between the 
wallboards. Sleeping was a bit of a challenge. 
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The students from the local primary school were amazed that I had come all this way to give them 
this opportunity to participate in the programme. The students were keen to just get on the water 
and Have a Go. After fighting the tide and currents we achieved our goals, with lots of fun during 
this memorial journey. 
https://www.yachtingnz.org.nz/news/record-numbers-try-volvo-sailing-have-go 
 
A big Thank You to the major sponsors: Lion Foundation, Yachting NZ, Zhik, Volvo and Maritime 
NZ. Without their support the programme would not be possible. It has been a pleasure bringing 
smiles and teaching water activities to so many students.  
 

 
Picture: Samuel Marsden Collegiate Jan 2019 at EBYMBC 
 

 

!!FINAL CALL!! 

The centennial book is almost complete. We are desperately seeking photographs 

from the 1980s through to 1990s. We could also do with a few from the 2000s as 

well. Photos of people, boats, the slipway, clubhouse activity, anything related to club 

activities welcome. 
 

Contact Gavin Pascoe 

gavin.pascoe@gmail.com 

027 3098936 

https://www.yachtingnz.org.nz/news/record-numbers-try-volvo-sailing-have-go
mailto:gavin.pascoe@gmail.com
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From the Youth and Academy Desk 
 
 

Sailing Academy Numbers in 2019 Winter Series at Record Levels! 
 
Yes, at time of writing (mid/late June 2019) it is very pleasing to see some 15 EBYMBC Sailing Academy 
boats entered for the Barton Marine Winter Series - that’s 24 sailors in all, 12 from the youth ranks and 12 
adult learn-to-sail graduates. Not bad considering we’re competing against other traditional Saturday winter 
sports like soccer, rugby and netball, not to mention the fact that it can be bloody cold!  And with TRIYA 
(with whom we have a strong and positive working relationship) boats thrown in it's great to see 9 x 420's 
charging around the bay on a Saturday afternoon! 
 
Some readers may not be aware that the work of the Sailing Academy is not just learn-to-sail courses; it 
covers  all sailing that takes place in club boats, including Optimists, Fevas, Phase Twos and 420’s, 
whether it be learn-to-sail, coaching, racing or ‘time on the water’ sessions.  So a lot goes on, and it is 
thanks to the efforts of many (you know who you are!)  that we have the healthy participation numbers that 
we are seeing currently.  A learn-to-race course has just been completed for Phase Two sailors who are 
competing in the winter series - not sure how many races will be still to come by publishing time, but if you 
see these guys on the water please be considerate of the fact that they're very new to sailing and brand 
new to racing; feel free to give constructive advice! 
 
2018/19 was another busy year; a bit rubbish on the weather front in terms of ongoing regular sailing for 
academy graduates, however four adult and two junior learn-to-sail courses were completed over the 
season, bringing over 40 new faces to the club, ranging in age from nine years to sixty-something!  Whilst 
retention is always going to be an issue, a good percentage of those continued to be involved with the club, 
whether it be sailing dinghies, crewing on keel boats or (in a couple of cases) regularly turning out to assist 
with Sailability. 
 
Enquiries continue to be steady for both adult and youth learn-to-sail and youth sailing generally, so the 
2019/20 season will be another busy one no doubt. A key focus at the current time is developing a pathway 
for our youth sailors once they are too big for the Open Skiff (formerly Bic) class; some go in to 420's but we 
don't currently have an obvious single-hander for those that enjoy solo.  Any experienced centreboard 
sailors out there who have an opinion on where that should be headed and how to retain our teens feel free 
to get in touch with me via evansbayyouth@gmail.com! 
 
And if anyone with suitable experience and enthusiasm feels like helping out, we're always on the lookout 
for more pairs of hands, particularly those of experienced centreboard sailors; as we all know, a club is only 
as good as it's volunteers! 
 
Cheers and happy winter! 
 
David Nalder 
Sailing Academy Officer/Youth Sailing Coordinator 

 

 

We need to find someone with reasonable skills in formatting documents for preparing our book for 

printing. A general concept is done, it just needs someone to come in and finesse it, 

 

If you can help, or have any suggestions as to ho might be able to do this work, please contact Gavin  

 

027 309 8936 

gavin.pascoe@gmail.com 

mailto:evansbayyouth@gmail.com
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Annual prizegiving photos 
Photos by Alex Paterson 
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Taken on Centenary Regatta day 1, March 23 

 
When Rory calls “Starboard”, he means it! James however is already thinking of Dockside… 

 
A bug’s eye view of the raft up April 19 
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Spaggs 
 

Most members will remember Richard 

“Spaggs” Watson, who passed away 

recently. Spaggs was a one of a kind, 

known for his great humour. His post-race 

kangaroo courts are the stuff of legend. 

 

It’s nothing like having the man in person, 

but below is a little piece he wrote for the 

club magazine The Yachtsman in the 

May/June issue of 1988 

 

Trip to Pirinoa 

 
One night in the bar Phil (paper bag) Klemick, who had by this stage had more than one rum, said 

“my brother-in-law in Pirinoa has a cricket team and I said we could take a team over and give 

them a thrashing, It won’t be a long game,” he said (how true that was), “just 50 limited overs”. My 

immediate thought was where are we going to get eleven guys to bat 50 overs. 

 

A team was assembled from the ‘Sister Moonshine’ crew with a few guest artists such as Ken 

Hargreaves, Barry Sinclair, Andy Brown and myself. Greg Head fell overboard on Saturday and 

withdrew from Sunday’s big event. Said he had to work. Barry Sinclair had more than a few beers 

on Saturday night and wasn’t allowed out to play on Sunday and Peter Aitken simply never turned 

up. Barry arranged for Roger Wilson to take his place but he also had had a couple and he 

couldn’t make it either. 

 

We all assembled in Featherston, purchased 48 dozen fresh cream buns, simply because they 

were only 6 for $1.25. The convoy then set out for Pirinoa. 

 

We arrive at this beautiful paddock surrounded by trees with a creek on one side and in the middle 

was a nicely mown pitch with boundary pegs and everything. We were put into bat first and what a 

shambles. All out in 5.2 overs for 32. Things didn’t look good. The opposition then batted and 

pretty soon all you could hear was the crack of leather on willow. At 164 for 3 and a few timely 

retirements it was all over so we had lunch in the form of a superb barbecue. Venison, sausage, 

steak, and lashings, thank God, of nicely chilled ale. We actually batted twice more after lunch and 

just as well Mum and the kids batted because we managed to reach 102 for 62 after 3 innings. 

 

When the opposition was batting a couple of their guys used pick handles and still hit the 

boundaries. 

 

It was a superb day despite the weather forecast and a great time was had by all. 

 

Spaggs Watson. 
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Alexander Turnbull: His sporting life  
 
Alexander Turnbull is most well known as a businessman whose 
collection of books and manuscripts form the foundation of the National 
Library of New Zealand. He was also a passionate yachtsman, who was 
highly influential in the early development of the sport in this country. 
 
Turnbull, who was NZ born, was educated in England, and served his 
apprenticeship in business in London where his father had a 
partnership. The business folded in 1889. It is likely Turnbull took an 
interest in the sport during the several years of leisure he enjoyed 
before coming to New Zealand. 
 
With the formation of the Royal Yachting Association in 1875, and the 
publication of designs published in weekly sports and lifestyle journals 

from the mid-1880s, organised competitive sailing was a new and fast developing sport. Given Turnbull’s 
interest in small boat and dinghy racing in later years, he may have sailed with one of the London Clubs 
sailing small racing centreboarders and early half raters on the Thames. 
 
Turnbull arrived in Wellington, aged 24, in 1892, and immediately joined the Port Nicholson Yacht Club and 
the Thorndon Yacht Club (at that time a club for owners of yachts only). He commissioned Robert Logan in 
Auckland to build the Rona. His correspondence with Logan shows he was a man who knew what he was 
talking about when it came to yachts, and what he wanted. Rona was launched in January 1893, and Logan 
himself was part of the delivery crew, via the East Coast. She arrived in Wellington in February, just too late 
for the Anniversary regatta, though lauded in the Evening Post of 22 February as “the finest yacht which 
has ever come into Wellington, and it is gratifying to know that she is to remain here.”  
 

 
 

Above left: Rona just before the start of the 1896 National Championship for second class yachts. She won it 
in exciting circumstances. Above right: Rona’s plush interior, looking forward to a very strong bulkhead 
arrangement.  

 
Turnbull raced and cruised Rona with great success through the 1890s, including winning the National 
championship for 2nd class yachts in 1895 before selling her in 1900. Rona was replaced with the larger 
Iorangi in early 1901, an up to the minute linear rater of 54 feet LOA. Although he didn’t get a lot of personal 
racing on Iorangi, for several years, Turnbull cruised her regularly and extensively in the Marlborough 
Sounds. Being in indifferent health, he sold her in 1907 and didn’t own a boat after that. 
 
Once established in Wellington, Turnbull acted on a passion he had for one-design and small boat racing, a 
relatively new concept in the sport. In 1893 He wrote to William Fife, asking for a design of the type sailed in 
Dublin Bay, where a class of 18 foot centreboarders was providing good close racing.  
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He no doubt chose this design based on the one published in the 1891 edition of Dixon Kemp’s A manual of 
yacht and boat sailing, where the lines from which Rona was built were also published.  
 
Fife did send a design, not for a Dublin Bay style boat, but for a very smart half rater, from which two boats 
were built, again by Robert Logan. Turnbull, along with his friends Martin Chapman and Robert Scott set up 
the Arawa Sailing Club, the first club in New Zealand to create a division for one-design racing. Turnbull 
and Chapman each had a boat built to the Fife half rater design (named Miru and Ruru respectively), while 
Scott had one of his own design made (Vixen, later Waterbeetle). The club operated for about 8 years, 
most of which Turnbull acted as commodore. 
 
 

 
Above, construction plan drawn by Fife, to which Miru and Ruru were 
built. Miru is pictured at right. 
 
In 1898, Turnbull was elected vice commodore of the Port Nicholson 
Yacht Club, and in 1899, Commodore. He held this position until 
1901. 
 
Through the 1890s, safe moorings for private yachts had been 
encroached upon by land reclamation and boats became very 
exposed. Moorings broke with dismal regularity, and many yachts 
fetched up on the beach (in they were lucky) and rocks between 
Ngauranga and Petone. By 1898 a proposal to make a facility for 
private yachts in Evans Bay but had been left to lie.  
 
It’s noted in the Port Nicholson Yacht Club minutes of the 1899 AGM 
where Turnbull was elected Commodore, that the matter of safe 
moorings would be followed up. It’s likely that yachtsmen preferred suitable moorings closer to the city than 
Evans Bay, and by 1901, a proposal for a facility at Clyde Quay, complete with boatsheds, was approved 
by the City Council and Harbour Board. 
 
Clyde Quay, largely unchanged since its completion in 1905, is the country’s first and is the oldest facility 
designed specifically for the use of private vessels. It’s obvious that Turnbull, as Commodore of the Port 
Nicholson Yacht Club and member of the Thorndon Yacht Club at the time the project was picked up was 
influential in getting the Clyde Quay site approved (it was not a popular project with local residents, who 
generally preferred a clear promenade, and saw this as a privatisation of a public area. (see 
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/EP19010719.2.18).  
As a partner in a business which brought a lot of wealth to the city, the company holding a lease on a 
significant area of the port, Turnbull wielded a fair bit of power*.  
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From 1901 Turnbull raced Iorangi against the only other first-class boats left in town, the Rainbow, a 
contemporary linear rater, and the now out of date but still occasionally competitive Waitangi. 
 

Rainbow was sold in 1903 to Auckland owners. Though still 
extensively cruising Iorangi, this killed off Turnbull’s opportunity for 
meaningful first-class yacht racing. He turned once again to the 
concept of one-design small boat racing. Turnbull joined a national 
effort to create a class for one-design keelboat class, but it came to 
nought. ** In 1904, he was one of the founders of the Thorndon 
Dinghy Club, which raced under the auspices of the Thorndon Yacht 
Club, using the same burgee. Turnbull acted as Commodore for the 
majority of its existence, though didn’t race them himself. For ten-
foot centreboarders of closely restricted design, the club thrived until 
1910. The Thorndon Yacht Club disintegrated under debt and 
ceased operation, and the Dinghy Club was forced to follow suit. 
 
Around this time Turnbull began to become disenchanted with the 
culture of the Port Nicholson Yacht Club. In 1905 he was elected 
Commodore in absentia but declined the position. He wrote of his 

reaction to his close friend Grafton Bothamley: “the club is in the hands of fair rotters and I don’t care to be 
prominent in it at all”. However, the following year his friend, the architect John Swan***, was elected 
Commodore and Turnbull accepted the office of Vice Commodore. 
 
In 1907, Turnbull’s health was in serious decline, and he withdrew from the public sphere, concentrating on 
his collecting. He finally sold Iorangi, and though still administrating the Thorndon Dinghy Club’s affairs, he 
effectively left the sport, considering himself (aged 39!) in his own words a “has-been”. 
 
Recuperating from a particularly bad period of ill health in 1907, Turnbull spent a few days with his doctor at 
Titahi Bay. To Bothamley he wrote: “you can see the entrance to Tory Channel and the main one to Queen 
Charlotte Sound, and many a time I looked longingly at both and wished I was there on Iorangi”. 
 
When the Thorndon clubs folded, Turnbull decided to make a clean break from the sport and resigned from 
the Port Nicholson Yacht Club in 1911. At the AGM that year he was elected a Life Member. 
 
Alexander Turnbull died in 1918, of complications following a sinus operation. His brother Robert donated 
the trophy Turnbull won for the National Championship for second class yachts in 1895 to the Port 
Nicholson Yacht Club. That cup is still competed for today. 
 
 
 
 
 
*There is nothing in Turnbull’s surviving correspondence, nor in the Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club or Council records 
to confirm this. However, this type of business was not generally minuted, rather agreed in smoky rooms at the Empire 
Hotel or similarly wet establishment and announced as policy in official reporting.  
**New Zealand’s first real national keelboat class was probably the Uffa Fox design Flying fifteen. In 1960 Colonel J J 
Fuller and Barney Scully of the Evans Bay Yacht and Motor Boat Club in Wellington began a programme of building and 
developing the class. They were supported by Auckland sailors, and the class has been well represented around the 
country ever since.  
***John Swan was a collector in his own right – having one of the largest collections of maritime photographs in the world. 
Unfortunately, the collection has been broken up over the years and is now largely gone. His impressive home, named 
“The Moorings” still stands in Wellington 
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A version of this article appeared in the April edition of the Journal of the Wellington Classic Yacht 

Trust. 

 

The Trust restores and sails yachts with a particular connection to Wellington. Our fleet comprises 

Lizzie and Mystery, which attend major events at clubs around the Harbour, carrying members of any 

club, and recent graduates of sail programmes. 

 

The Trust also researches and records the history of yachting in the Wellington Region. 

 

We are currently trying to raise funds for the very well-known Atalanta, also in our stable. 

 

If you feel this is worth supporting, it is only $35 per year to join. You will receive in return a copy of 

our journal emailed to you quarterly. 

 

We also gratefully accept donations. We are a registered charity, and all donations are tax deductible. 

 

Bank account number 

 

Please send us an email once you have paid membership or made a donation 
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