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The Spinnaker 
The official magazine of the Evans Bay Yacht & Motor Boat 

Club 

Club members Demian Dixon (left) and Wade McGee are the 
National Javelin championship winners for 2019, and hold both the 

Sanders Cup and Kingham Trophy. It’s been a long time between 
drinks for Wellington, and the boys look thirsty. 
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Contact Details 
  
Club office:  
 Telephone:  04-939-4167 
 Fax:  04-939-4168 
 Office open: 
  Mon & Fri 930am-6pm 
  Tue: sometimes 
   Weds & Thur 10am-2pm 
 Email address: 
   admin@ebymbc.org.nz  
 Web Page:    
  www.ebymbc.org.nz 
 
Postal address:  
  PO Box 14-496, 

   Kilbirnie,   
   Wellington 6241 
 

Physical address:  
   501 Evans Bay Parade,  

  Kilbirnie,  
  Wellington 6021 

 
Slip master / Bookings           

   04-939-4169 
 

Clubhouse (members) phone 
   04-939-4170 

 
Management committee contact 

details are on Page 11. 
 

The Spinnaker is produced 
quarterly, contributions (written 
and photographic) are welcome. 
 Editor:  Gavin Pascoe 
  027 309 8936 
  gavin.pascoe@gmail.com 

 
Black & White Advertising 
 Business card size $30 
 Quarter page $50 
 Half page $100 
 Full page $150 
Bulk orders placed in advance:  
 20% discount for 2 ads 
 25% discount for 3-5 ads 
 30% discount for annual 

contract. 
Colour printing is the same for 

business card or quarter 
page, but for anything larger 
is $220 for one issue or $800 
for a year. 

 
The Spinnaker is printed by 

AdPrint 
 60 Cambridge Terrace 
 04-384-2844 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the editor: 
 

Rowdy has been a bit busy lately, both in running the club and going sailing. Go 
figure.  

This centennial season has been a busy one for everyone, and I hope all 
members recognise the great work the executive, officers, and committee 
members have put in to make the year-long celebration of this great club 
work. 

You will probably know that I have been researching and preparing the 
centennial book, which I hope will be both entertaining and cover as much as 
possible. 

Researching the early days has been relatively easy, as boating was once 
covered in depth by newspapers and magazines up to the 1980s. However, 
such is not the case after that. 

This means that as the publication now stands, nothing has happened since 
1990, unless it happened in a catamaran. As I know this not to be true, I beg 
people to consider contacting me and talking, writing about their memories 
and yarns. 

I really need to know who has competed where, who has won competitions, 
what difficult things, good things, and what bad things, funny things, have 
happened over the last 20-odd years. 

This isn’t a matter of skiting, it’s a matter of having an accurate as possible 
history of the club – one that is worthy of the collective experience of what 
makes the place great. 

I also need photos! 

I’ve included a fair bit of ancient history in this year’s editions of the Spinnaker 
so far this year, and this edition is no different. 

If you spot any errors, or I’ve missed anything of note, let me know, so I can 
get it right for the book. 

Cheers, 

 
Gavin Pascoe 
 
Gavin.pascoe@gmail.com 
027 309 8936 

 

mailto:admin@ebymbc.org.nz
mailto:admin@ebymbc.org.nz
http://www.ebymbc.org.nz/
http://www.ebymbc.org.nz/
mailto:gavin.pascoe@gmail.com
mailto:gavin.pascoe@gmail.com
mailto:Gavin.pascoe@gmail.com
mailto:Gavin.pascoe@gmail.com
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From the President 
Paul Sara 
 
 
It was a busy start to the year with the P Class and paper Tiger nationals held in January.  The weather was 

variable and both contests were completed successfully. 

 

I had the pleasure of being on the committee boat for a few days for the P Class and I was very impressed 

with the professionalism of the Principle Race Officer, Paul Davies, and his assistant Deb Williams.  I was 

particularly impressed with Paul and his thoroughness which I guess you have to be as a PRO and the 

routine he went through every day like checking the weather, checking shipping traffic and checking in with 

the competitors. 

 

The first day was very windy and Paul checked with each skipper as they sailed past to make sure they were 

happy with conditions and most of all that they were enjoying themselves.   

 

Well done and a big thank you Paul and Debs for a great job. 

 

We still have some 100th anniversary events coming up, the Centenary Regatta on March 23 – 24 and the 

dinner on June 8 and I hope to see you all there to celebrate this milestone. 

 

Then the AGM will be upon us in no time and the  positions of commodore, vice commodore, rear 

commodore, club captain and president, yes contrary to popular opinion I am not president for life, all 

becoming vacant after 3 years in the roles.  If you are interested in any of the roles now is the time to start 

looking at what each position entails and what skills you can bring to the management of the club.  Don’t 

worry, we will all still be around for help and advice, if you need it that is.  

 

There are many jobs that the club requires volunteers for, rescue boat crew, learn to sail, bar and house, 

sailing committee, communications and events to name a few. This is a good way to get to know people and 

learn different aspects of the club’s activities and please talk to our GM Ryan Leatham  to get some more 

insights on what’s involved. 

 

Enjoy the rest of the season and here’s hoping the great weather continues.  

 

 
Winner of the 2019 Tanner Cup, Blake Hinsley in Vengeance, representing Auckland. Photo: Deb Williams 
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Centenary Update 

Jane Thomasen 
 

We are now well into our 100th season, and it has already been 

incredibly busy since our opening celebrations back at Labour 

Weekend.  Not only have we had some great club racing, but we have 

already hosted the Elliot 5.9 and Paper Tiger Nationals and the Tanner 

and Tauranga Cup for P Class. 

 

March is going to be another really busy month with the Secondary 

Schools Team racing, the Wellington O’pen BIC Regatta followed by 

our Centenary Regatta on 23-24 March which is promising to be a big 

event as it will be including both the Interclub series for Keelers and the 

Wellington Centreboard Champs.  Check out the weekly club emails or our 

website www.ebymbc.org.nz for more details.  You can save money by entering early; this will also help 

with our planning for support boats and house requirements. 

 

But that’s not all, we are also busy organising a centenary dinner, which is planned to be a sit down meal 

with at least one guest speaker.  The date has been set for Saturday 8 June, so put it in your diary.  The 

dinner will be at the club so there will be a limit of 100 tickets and they will be offered to financial members 

first.  We are just finalising the details now and tickets will be available soon.  We are not taking pre-

bookings (so don’t bug the office) as tickets will be allocated on payment and we have yet to finalise costs 

and hence the price. 

 

More information will be available soon, so watch out for club emails, updates on the website and posters 

around the club.  If none of those options for information work for you, please contact Jane Thomassen via 

comms@ebymbc.org.nz so that you don’t miss out. 

 

Finally centenary clothing is still able to be ordered (details on our website) and tankards can be purchased 

from the office for $15 each. 

 

 
Winner of the 2019 Tauranga Cup: Sean Kensington representing Kohimarama Yacht Club 

 

http://www.ebymbc.org.nz/
http://www.ebymbc.org.nz/
mailto:comms@ebymbc.org.nz
mailto:comms@ebymbc.org.nz
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Sanders Cup Report 
By Demian Dixon 

 
It's been a long time since Wellington held the Sanders cup, 32 years in fact.  In 1987 Wellington won with 
'Summer Breeze' and G. Cheyne and B. Clement as crew. They took the double that year also winning the 
invitation race which has the Kingham trophy as a prize. This year Wade McGee & I finally managed to put 
Wellington's name back on the cup in our boat 'Fairy Dust Special Moana'. 
 

 
 
 
I first tried Javelin sailing back in 2005 when a friend and I borrowed a boat and went up to Gisborne for 
the South Pacific regatta. After some initially terrifying downwind rides we started getting used to the 
power and speed and I've been hooked on Javelin's ever since. In 2007 I bought my first Javelin 'Thirty 
Something' which was a ply and glass boat built in 1991. 
 
Roll forward to the 2010 Winter series at Evans Bay and I needed a new skipper. Wade seemed keen and 
he talked the talk so I thought I should try him out. Our first outing was in some pretty decent breeze and 
despite getting the boat airborne a couple of times and a swim or two he did a pretty decent job of getting 
us around the course.   We've been sailing together ever since. 
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Our first major regatta was the 2012 Nationals held at Muritai where we managed to finish 3rd and in a 
blustery race managed our first race win in the Javelin at a Nationals. We then travelled to Taupo for our 
first Sanders cup regatta.  The first day of the regatta was blowing 20+ knots and after a particularly violent 
capsize we sustained structural damage to the chainplates on both sides. That instigated a major refit of 
'Thirty Something' that lasted almost a year, we managed to get back in the water a week before the 2013 
South Pacific regatta in the Bay of Islands where we finished 8th. 
 
Over the following years we never finished 
outside the top five in any regatta and our best 
was the 2016 Nationals were we were leading on 
points going into the final race. As it happened 
we ended up having a major fight with Ben Bax 
and his boat 'Bax Contractors'. He got us on the 
last downwind and we ended up 3rd. 
 
After 'Thirty Something' was damaged in a car 
accident in 2017 I bought the boat formally 
known as 'Bax Contractors'. 
 
The boat was built by Ben Bax and Adam Scott-
Mackie in Ben's shed in 2009. It's based on a 
Martin Stacey design which Ben then modified 
based on his experiences with his previous boat 
'The Unknown'. Adam was working at Southern 
Ocean Marine in Tauranga at the time building TP 
52's. It's a carbon-fibre, foam, vacuum bag build 
and a unique hull shape.  Most of the top boats in 
the fleet have identical hull shapes, being made 
from the same mould.  Since its launch the only 
major change was to remove the canting 
gennaker prod and replace it with a non-canting 
system to save weight. 
 
In the time that we have owned the boat we have refined some of the control systems, altered the rudder 
steering arc, modified the mast stiffness and made lots of small alterations to make the boat more reliable. 
 
Our preparation for the Sanders Cup involved getting as much time on the water as possible and one of the 
defining aspects of the regatta was that we made fewer mistakes than the opposition around the course. 
The regatta was sailed in a range of conditions from 8kts to 20kts and we showed great consistency never 
finishing outside of the top three. The final day was the most tense of the weekend, we held a 6 point 
advantage but the nearest competitors were dropping a 5th and a 6th while we were dropping a 3rd. We 
had a game plan of going left up the beat and at the start were the second boat at the pin and we took off 
to the left hand side of the course. When we finally tacked we lifted… and then lifted… and then lifted 
some more and that was pretty much race over.  We were first around every mark and extended to finish 
by over half a leg by the finish. Regatta over with a race to spare. 
 
And the boat name?   I let my 5yr old daughter name the boat, I'm just thankful there aren't any Unicorns 
in the name... thanks Pippa Dixon! 
 
 

With the Kingham Trophy 
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Evans Bay YMBC and the Sanders Cup 
 
From its inception in 1921, until 1970, the Sanders Cup was raced by what were first called Jellicoe, then 

Rona class, then X-class. It grew from a design by Gladwyn Bailey of Auckland published in the NZ 

Yachtsman in 1916. As a class, the 14 foot clinker was popularised by Governor General Viscount Jellicoe, 

who took one of the first boats for himself, and named it Iron Duke. 

 

The Sanders Cup was first raced for in 1921, between Auckland and Otago. The event was so successful that 

it was decided to make a national inter-provincial event of it, and it quickly became the blue-riband event in 

New Zealand Sailing. Competition was fierce from the outset, With the Auckland, Canterbury, Otago and 

Wellington provinces being particularly strong. 

 

During the 1920s the top boats of Wellington were associated with Port Nic and the Wellesley Club (the 

gentleman’s club kept a few boats at Port Nic for members’ use).  They were built by Ted Bailey, an uncle 

of the designer, but at national level the Wellington competitors could only be described as plodders. It must 

have irked Bailey that his nephew designed the prototype, and his brother Charles in Auckland kept building 

winners. It wasn’t until the 1929 competition when his new boat, the Clyde, managed to win for Wellington 

its first race in a Sanders Cup regatta. Bailey was a fine builder of centreboard boats, and it is probable that 

they would have been better served by crews from Evans Bay, Heretaunga, or even the newly-formed 

Worser Bay, who more regularly sailed centreboarders. 

 

Representation for the Wellington province (which included Paremata and Plimmerton) was earned each 

year around November by trials run by the Wellington Yacht and Motor Boat Association. Each club put 

forward several boats and crews, but the winning crew was not guaranteed a place; boats, skippers and crews 

were all on trial. Generally though, the winning boat and her skipper were selected, and the best performing 

sailors were selected by the Association, with the skipper providing input. 

 

Being a previous representative or even winner did not guarantee a spot – you started from scratch each year, 

and competition was tough. 

 

This was of course subject to availability in the amateur era at a time when getting off work was not a matter 

of course. Other factors also came into play, as the time when Evans Bay member Jock Holmes was selected 

as forward hand for the Clyde in 1928, when the competition was held in Auckland. Jock was only 13 at the 

time, and his mum wouldn’t let him go, as the Clyde was owned by the publican of the Clyde Quay Hotel. 

He and his entourage, she believed, were a bad influence on him. His older brother went in his stead. 

 

In 1930, with the intention of salvaging some pride for Wellington, W H (Bill) Wagstaff of Evans Bay 

purchased the Betty, a boat which had won the Cup three times running for Canterbury. He chose club 

member Arthur Johnston to be her skipper. Johnston previously had had a lot of success in racing in the open 

14 footer class, having through the 1920s regularly won the Inter-Club trophy for Evans Bay in his boat 

Cooee. 

 

Johnson and his Evans Bay crew won the Wellington trails, took Betty to Canterbury and won the Sanders 

Cup for Wellington in 1931. 

 

They narrowly missed repeating the feat in 1932 when the contest was held in Wellington. In the final race, 

the Betty and the aptly-named Canterbury challenger Avenger were screaming down the bay in the final leg 

of the final race. They were on equal standing at two races each, and the winner of this race would decide the 

series. Betty was slightly ahead, so as a last desperate attempt to force the issue, Avenger hoisted their kite, 

forcing Betty to follow suit. Betty broached just short of the line, and capsized. Canterbury held on and won 

the cup. Johnson was not a popular character, and Nigel Blair, who had come second to him during the trials, 
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was commentating live to radio at the time. He also lost control at the sight of the capsize and yelled out 

“Hurrah – the Bastard’s over!” 

 

Needless to say, there was a fair it of fallout over that. Blame for the outburst was shifted in the press to a 

hapless Otago supporter in the background. Whatever the truth, everybody went on assuming it was Blair 

who spoke the words. 

 

 
 

In 1936 the class rules were relaxed to allow a 2 inch tolerance in the hull. Johnson designed the Vanguard 

(which readers will remember was on display inside the clubhouse during our centennial opening week) to 

this new rule, and gave her a very fine entry, which was intended to help her when sailing to weather, the 

point of sail that he particularly excelled at. She was built very light (for the time) by Ted Bailey at Clyde 

Quay, and notably had a plywood deck, uncanvassed.  He was easily beaten in the trials however by the Port 

Nic boat Lavina, also built by Ted Bailey, and skippered by Nigel Blair. Blair narrowly lost the 1937 

Sanders Cup campaign in a tight series. 

 

Johnson remained in the mix 

during subsequent trials, but 

never again represented 

Wellington. 

 

Here Bill Wagstaff came back 

to the fore. He designed and 

built Kitty, registered her as a 

Port Nic boat, and engaged 

Blair to skipper her during the 

November 1937 trials. Blair 

ultimately took her to the 

National competition, and won 

in 1938. 

 

Wellington’s first winning team for the 

Sanders Cup, pictured with Betty at 

Dunedin, January 1931. Back row left to 

right: D. Beaumont, I Watt. Front row: 

Arthur Johnson (skipper), L. Robinson, 

Unknown, Jack Elliott, Unknown 

 

Crew of the Kitty after winning the final race and the Sanders 
Cup February 1938 at Dunedin. Left to right: Noel Banner 
(mainsheet), Nigel Blair (helm/skipper), Jack Elliott (spinnaker 
hand), Roy Morrison (4th man). 
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After WWII there were a whole new set of names associated with the class in Wellington. Evans Bay sailors 

dominated the class in local racing and inter-provincial competition. The skippers included Pat Millar, Phil 

Hartley, Graeme Hargreaves, Jim Bolland and Jim Synnott. Local designers and builders included Bill’s 

sons Hal and Gary Wagstaff 

 

By the time of the early 1950s, these skippers were building and tweaking boats at a very high rate, and 

selling or exchanging them almost on an annual basis. For example, by 1953 Pat Millar since 1946 had been 

through Nancy, Wellesley, Ballerina, and Radiant. Others had owned the below between 1950 and 1954: 

 

Hargreaves: Presto (1953) Unique (53/54) 

Synnott: Elusive (1950) Deceptive (53/54) 

Hartley: Louis (ca 1950, Conquest (1953) 

Bolland: Intruder (1954) 

 

Despite all of this activity, success eluded Wellington at the top level. In 1952 Jim Synnott and his crew won 

the inaugural Kingham Trophy at Timaru, presented at each Sanders Cup regatta since for the winners of the 

Invitation race. Graeme Hargreaves won it again in 1956, but this is all the silverware Wellington managed 

to grab at the regatta. 

 

In 1953 there was talk in Auckland of sending some of their top skippers south to consult with and train 

Wellington yachtsmen on the art of racing an X-Class. This was well-meant, but must have gone down like a 

cup of cold sick. 

 

Wellington had the largest active fleet of X-Class in the country, and the local yachtsmen were fine 

designers, builders, and sailors. Yet despite a few close calls, success evaded Wellington at national level, so 

the Aucklanders may have had a point. Wellingtonian sailors did well enough, but they were generally 

outclassed by some few highly driven and gifted Canterbury and Auckland yachtsmen. 

 

 

    
Elusive crew with Kingham trophy at Timaru 1952 and racing at the same meet. The jib from this boat, a 

Ratsey and Lapthorne, was on display at our season opening weekend 
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In 1954 there was talk of making the class design more restricted, as the Idle Along was. This was a concept 

particularly championed in Wellington. The magazine Sea Spray published a design competition. The 

competition was won by Graeme Mander of Canterbury, with Hal Wagstaff’s (of Wellington) design second. 

 

It was decided that the hulls would be professionally built by licensed builders in fibreglass. The contract 

was given to Modern Plastics, in Lower Hutt. 

 

 
Popping an X-Class from the mould at Modern Plastics. Alexander Turnbull Library collection 

 

Locally, the new one-design X- class boats were taken up with gusto. In all 11 hulls were immediately 

ordered. Graeme Hargreaves, Dick Julian, Phil Hartley, and Ken Stutter were among the first Evans Bay 

members to order theirs. Enthusiasm was considerably smaller in other clubs and centres around the country. 

There was controversy aplenty, not least from the designer, who argued the moulds were not fair, that they 

were too lightly built, and further that his design was for cold moulding construction. Some decried the 

concept altogether - it took away the amateur build aspect, along with the innovations that restricted class 

gave, within tolerances. Around the country, it was felt that Wellington had hijacked the class. Nevertheless, 

the glass boats were accepted and used at the Sanders Cup from the 1956 competition. 

 

There was a general exodus of X-classes from the club from the late 50s. Phil Hartley won the right to 

represent Wellington for the Sanders Cup with Quest in 1959, but only Auckland and Manawatu/Wanganui 

provinces turned up to race. It was all-round a disappointing campaign. Phil sold her after that, and joined 

other senior sailors who were moving into keelboat racing, where he was noted for his unusual (for keelboats 

at the time) habit of using a tiller extension and hiking out. Others went into R class racing. 

 

At this nadir for what had once been the most prestigious centreboarder class in the country, The Evans Bay 

club petitioned the Wellington Association to allow ply and amateur-built craft, and as the idea was already 

supported by other yachting centres, was successful. The class made a slow recovery, but interest among 

club members had already passed. Pat Millar, sailing for RPNYC, later had a run of good results in the class 

with Vibrant, winning the Sanders Cup three years running from 1960, as did Hugh Poole of Heretaunga 

BC, who won four times running with the immaculate Charade from 1966-1970. 1970 was the last time the 

class competed for the cup. 

 

Wellington province dominated Sanders Cup racing during the 1960s, but the quality of competition was not 

as good as previous decades. 
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Javelins 

 
It was obvious that the X-class had had its day, and it was decided from 1971, the year of the 50th jubilee of 

the Sanders Cup, to continue competition with another 14 foot class, the skiff-like Javelin. Designed in 1961 

by John Spencer, at 14 foot LOA, it was a kind of “bigged up” version of his Cherub designs. The Javelin 

design was the quickest NZ monohull to date, and soon drew enthusiasts. There were good numbers in 

Wellington – Heretaunga was the stronghold, with Muritai not far behind. They never really took off at 

Evans Bay however, where catamarans and R class were the drug of choice for those with a need for speed. 

At most there were about four Javelins in the club at the peak period of the mid-1970s and 1980s. 

 

However, we had a few champions. The first Sanders Cup regatta for the Javelin class in 1971 was hosted by 

Heretaunga. Evans Bay club members Phil Williams (skipper) and D. Oliver won the cup with 

Scheherezade. Bryan Coleman (skipper) and Murray Sleeth won the Kingham trophy. 

 

Coleman and Sleeth followed up in 1972 and won the Sanders Cup again with Topaz in 1972, with Williams  

and Oliver winning the Kingham trophy with Scheherezade. Coleman and Sleeth won the Sanders cup again 

with Topaz in 1973. 

 

Wellington province won the trophy again in 1983 and 1987, but it took 46 years before Evans Bay members 

would again hold the Sanders cup, with Demian Dixon and Wade McGee winning in 2019. 

 

The rules for Javelins have been through a few permutations over the years. These days Javelins must have a 

hard chine and plumb bow, but are only otherwise restricted by maximum length beam and sail areas. 
Maximum Length :: 4267mm (14′)Maximum Beam :: 1727mm (5′ 6″) 

Minimum Weight :: 70Kg (150lb) 

Mast Height (above deck) :: 7160mm (23′ 6″) 

Main Sail area :: 11.6m² (125ft²) 

Jib area :: 4.6m² (50ft²) 

Gennaker area :: 18.6m² (200ft²) 

 

 

Phil Williams and D Oliver sailing 

Scheherezade 
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Junior members out and about 
 

Rory Kilmister makes some last minute adjustments at the O’pen Bic world championships 
at Manly Sailing Club, Whangaparaoa. 

 

 
 

Members of the EBYMBC team at the Wellington Yachting Association Optimist camp 
at Titahi Bay Yacht Club in January. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Manly-Sailing-Club-Whangaparaoa-NZ/196347771094391
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Manly-Sailing-Club-Whangaparaoa-NZ/196347771094391
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Nelson Regatta 
Geoff Head 

 

 
 

"Have you ever done the Nelson Regatta?" Tunch asked me back in November last year. No, I 

hadn't but I'm always up for new challenges for Halo so I looked into it. The Nelson Regatta is an 

annual event run by the Tasman Bay Cruising Club which includes an overnight anchorage in the 

Abel Tasman National Park. A number of Wellington boats sail over every year to join in the fun. I 

decided we should give it a go.  
 

With Tunch and Peter we crossed the Cook Strait via Cape Koamuru and cruised at a leisurely 

pace via French Pass arriving at Nelson Marina. 

 

After hanging out in sunny Nelson area for a few days we were joined by the rest of our crew, 

Eduardo and Pien on Saturday the day before the regatta was due to start. After dinner on the 

boat that night we all visited the TBCC club house for the social evening. Other Wellington boats 

there for the regatta included Gucci, Bullistic, 88% Proof, Revs, etc. Halo was the only boat 

entered that was flying the EBYMBC burgee and with a handicap of 0.6017 was second to bottom 

of the TCF list. 
 
DAY 1 - Sunday 20 Jan - Tasman Bay Coastal race 
 

Unfortunately we woke to high winds in the Nelson area and at the briefing in the TBCC club 

house at 9.30 am it was announced that all racing for that day was cancelled. Such a shame after 

the beautiful weather we had enjoyed in Nelson over the last few days. To cheer up a somewhat 

despondent Halo crew we spent an enjoyable afternoon walking round the coastline to Tahunanui 

Beach where we had a lovely swim in the sea.  
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By the time we got back to the marina the wind had dropped somewhat so we decided to take 

Halo out for a pre-regatta practise sail. We cast off from the marina at 1640 hrs with the No. 3 Jib 

and Mainsail rigged. Crew positions were allocated as: Geoff on helm, Tunch on bow, Eduardo on 

starboard trimmer and keys, and Pien on port trimmer and keys. The mainsheet to be handled by 

Eduardo or Pien depending on which tack we're on.  
 

Once we sailed out into the inner harbour we found it was colder and windier than expected. 

Jackets went on as well as one reef in the Mainsail. We headed out through harbour entrance 

known as ‘The Cut’.  This was dug out in 1906 when the early settlers wanted to open up the 

enclosed harbour to shipping.  
 

Once out of the harbour we found the seas and wind were too rough to be enjoyable so turned 

back into the inner harbour and sailed northwards in challenging conditions with wind 30 kts 

gusting to 40 kts. We soon made our way back into the marina arriving at our berth at 1900 hrs. A 

pretty wild sail but we all agreed that it was good to get out and have a warm-up for the big race 

tomorrow.     
 

 
 

 

DAY 2 - Monday 21 Jan - Nelson to Torrent Bay race 
 
We woke to a lovely morning in the Nelson Marina and what appeared to be perfect conditions for 
our big race to Torrent Bay in the Abel Tasman National Park, sunny with 15 kts southerly 
breezes. Exciting!  
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After a hearty breakfast we attended the race briefing. Geoff entered the course coordinates onto 

our OpenCPN and we cast off from the marina berth at 0915 hrs with the No. 1 Genoa and 

Mainsail rigged.  
 

We motor-sailed out to the start line which was 2.5 miles out from the coast. The start time for the 

12 boats in the Cruising Division was delayed to 1015 hrs. We started well with only about 4 boats 

ahead of us as we sailed tight-hauled in the direction of Abel Tasman National Park. We started 

feeling some good sized gusts coming through but didn't think too much of it initially. Pien was 

doing a good job on mainsheet to manage them. The wind however kept on increasing up to 25 

gusting 30 kts and getting harder to manage. We put a reef in the mainsail and heard the 

announcement from the RO Paul Davies on Ch. 77 that the race had been cancelled and that all 

boats must return to their berths at the marina.  
 
We dropped the Genoa and turned back towards Nelson. The wind kept on increasing to 45 kts as 
we put a second reef in the mainsail. Even with 2 reefs and no Genoa we were still sailing at up to 
8 kts. Exciting stuff.  
 
We eventually arrived back in the berth at 1155 hrs safe and sound.  
 
That night we had a party on Halo with some crew from other boats including David and Wendy 
from Sirrah and Jim came down too. Geoff got the ukulele out. Fun and singing was enjoyed by all! 

                     

DAY 3 - Tuesday 22 Jan - Torrent Bay to Tonga Island race, Tonga Island to Nelson race 
 

Unfortunately the high winds continued through the night into the next day and the Race Officer 

announced that all racing was cancelled and that was the end of the regatta. It was the first time in 

10 years that all three days of the regatta have been cancelled. At least Halo won a Spot Prize the 

next morning at the 'prize-giving' ceremony! 
 

 



 
 

- 16 - 

The Spinnaker 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 


